UNOFFICIAL MINUTES OF WALHALLA CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MONDAY JULY 06, 2026

Mayor Jackson called the regular meeting of the Walhalla City Council to order at 7:00 P.M., Monday July 06, 2026, at City Hall. 

Council Present: Mathison, Carpenter, Kalis, Horgan, Dumas
Others Present: Emily Carpenter, Stacie Metelmann, Jim Metelmann, John Rock McDonald, Bianca Hornung, Jerry Gasparo, Austin Dearinger, Cory Mortensen, Larry DuBois, Auditor Cook.
Annual Organizational Meeting:
Mayor Jackson appointed Michael Cook as City Auditor, Larry DuBois as City Attorney, Zelda Hartje as City Assessor, and Moore Engineering as the city’s engineering firm. Motion by Kalis to accept Mayor Jackson’s appointments. Second by Dumas.  All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Motion by Dumas to appoint Leeroy Carpenter as council president and LaRae Horgan as council vice president. Second by Kalis. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. The following committee assignments were made:
Municipal Services, Building Permits, Steets & Alleys: Carpenter (head), Dumas, Mathison
Police, Fire, Traffic: Horgan (head), Mathison, 
Financial & Economic Development Corp: Dumas (head), Kalis, Carpenter
Board of Health, City Buildings, Recreation: Horgan (head), Kalis, Jackson
It was noted that Mr. Jackson formally submitted a written notice to the auditor expressing his decision to decline the election as alderman. His seat is considered vacated as of July 06, 2026. 

Motion by Horgan to approve the minutes of the June 1st regular meeting as read. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 

Public Comment: 
Stacie Metelmann addressed the council regarding dog attacks within the city as well difficulties faced with the process for reporting such incidents. Mrs. Metelmann addressed deficiencies in registration, vaccine enforcement and protocol. Mrs. Metelmann also advocated for increased awareness and education regarding the danger associated with rabies as well as concerns of potential vigilantism in response to dog attacks. The council agreed a review of city ordinance and protocol is needed. 
Austin Dearinger gave an update on the 2026 demolition derby and requested use of the area for the 2027 derby. Motion by Horgan to approve the use of the industrial park for the demolition derby on June 12th 2027 upon proof of event insurance. Second by Kalis. Ayes, all. Motion passed. 
  
[bookmark: _Hlk210742929]Motion by Carpenter to approve the financial report. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
Communications:  
ND Rural Water: The city was given notice that the GPS mapping program of the city’s water infrastructure is transferring to Diamond Maps, and the cost to utilize the program will be increasing from $100.00 annually to $240.00. Motion by Kalis to continue utilizing the program. Second by Carpenter. Roll Call: Mathison, no; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed.
Dept of Water Resources: A review of the Lagoon Riverbank Stabilization Project was conducted by the state, and the project received official approval.
Tammy Olson: The Annual Library Report was presented to the city. 
Blue Cross: Employee health insurance renewal and rates discussed. The auditor was instructed to set up a meeting with the city’s account manager, affected employees, and the financial committee. 

Committee Reports:
[bookmark: _Hlk187218280]Municipal Services, Building Permits, Streets, and Alleys:  Motion by Carpenter to approve the building permit application submitted by Ross Blair. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Discussion on water meter frost plates and repairs to curb and sidewalks tabled until next meeting. Discussion was held on setting a billing rate and service schedule for garbage pickup provided to the country club. Discussion was held regarding the ongoing issue of grass clippings being blown into the street. The auditor will reach out to the League of Cities to gather information on the fines imposed by other cities for this violation.
Police, Fire, and Traffic:  A discussion was held about the police job listing, noting that there is currently a statewide shortage of officers.

Financial & Economic Development Corp:  Nothing

Board of Health, City Buildings, and Recreation: The building inspection process is pending, awaiting a date to be set based on Mr. Dumas’s availability. Updates were given on the pool and bathhouse projects. Motion by Horgan to submit an application to the United Communications Revolving Loan fund for the purpose of funding the pool construction project. Second by Kalis. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed. Motion by Horgan to apply to the Rural Development Finance Corporation for funding the pool construction project, acknowledging the loan terms of 2% interest, 1% origination fee, and an annual repayment schedule. Second by Kalis. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed. Motion by Horgan to provide the Rural Development Finance Corp. with a letter of commitment of owner’s equity and the 1% sales tax allotment for repayment. Second By Kalis. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed.
Motion by Carpenter to approve all bills presented with the exception of the Jamestown Communications bill, which will be paid by the fire dept. Second by Dumas. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed
Old Business:  
 
-Ottertail Chamber Account: Topic tabled until next month.

 New Business:  Motion by Carpenter to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2026-04 Relating to Use Tax dedicating 1/3 of sales tax to pool debt repayment. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Discussion was held on flag pole and flag pole base repair. Mathison will coordinate with the City Superintendent to acquire quotes for the next meeting. 


Other Business: 

Mathison suggested a starting wage increase as an incentive to attract a city police officer. Committee meetings will be held by Police and Financial Committees to discuss options to incentivize city police applicants.

Motion by Carpenter to adjourn. Second by Horgan. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned 8:37 P.M.
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